Cause of irreducible dislocation of a re-revision THR.
Instability or recurrent dislocations are a common reason for revision of total hip replacements (THRs). Dual-mobility constructs can help improve stability by increasing the femoral head jump distance. These constructs are used to decrease the risk of re-revision in the setting of recurrent dislocation. This case describes an unusual case of irreducible dislocation of a re-revision THR due to intraprosthetic dislocation. The patient required open reduction and revision of this construct to a tripolar implant. This is important to appreciate from an emergency medicine point of view as repeated attempts at reduction will be fruitless and may result in a femur fracture. This particular type of dislocation is very rare. Perioperative considerations should include early referral to the orthopaedic team for reduction in theatre, and having a low threshold for open reduction. Revision options should be available when bringing a case like this to the operating theatre.